




Is My Scholarship Taxable?
Certain portions of the Daniels Scholarship may be consid-
ered by the Internal Revenue Service as taxable income.
Daniels Scholars are encouraged to consult with their col-
lege’s financial aid office or tax advisor to determine
whether any portion of their Daniels Scholarship is taxable
income that needs to be reported to the IRS. You may also
review IRS Publication No. 970 (www.irs.gov), which
includes a section addressing scholarships. 

RENEWING YOUR SCHOLARSHIP

The Daniels Scholarship is a four-year scholarship that
must be renewed annually.  In order to renew your

scholarship, you must submit a Scholarship Renewal
Packet each year between May 1 and June 30. The status
of your scholarship is determined by a review of your com-
pliance with the program’s requirements.

The Scholarship Renewal Packet includes:

1. Scholarship Renewal Application 
2. Official Transcript
3. Work Verification Form
4. Advising/Graduation Plan
5. Cost of Attendance (COA)
6. Student Aid Report (SAR)
7. Financial Aid Award Notification (FAAN)

Upon receipt of the above documents, the Daniels Fund
will review relevant information to determine if you have
satisfied the scholarship requirements outlined on Page 6. 
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Reminder: You must renew your scholarship each year
between May 1 - June 30. Please see Page 23 for list of
where to find and submit all forms.



Determining Your Scholarship Status
As noted, your scholarship status is determined based on
your compliance with the scholarship requirements. Your
status is defined in one of three ways:  Good Standing,
Suspension, or Dismissal. Please note that your scholarship
status with the Daniels Fund may be different from your
status at your college or university.

Good Standing:  Daniels Scholars who satisfactorily ful-
fill all the scholarship requirements each year are consid-
ered to be in “Good Standing” with the Daniels Fund.

Suspension: Scholars who have not fulfilled a require-
ment will be placed in “Suspension” status. The Daniels
Fund will evaluate each suspension situation on a case-by-
case basis and will work with you to develop an appropri-
ate Reinstatement Plan to get back on track.  Reinstatement
Plans must be completed in written form and signed by
Scholars prior to the beginning of an academic term.
Reinstatement Plans are evaluated at the end of each aca-
demic term listed in the plan. 

The Daniels Fund will determine on a case-by-case basis
whether or not your scholarship funding will continue
while you are on suspension.

Caution! Many colleges place students on “financial
aid suspension” due to a lack of academic progress or
performance. When this happens, the college may not
offer any federal, state, or college financial aid.
Should this occur, the Daniels Fund will place you in
a suspension status and will not make any further
payments until the situation is resolved.
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Dismissal:  Scholars will be dismissed or terminated from
the Daniels Scholarship Program when they have not met
the requirements of their Reinstatement Plan. Scholars may
also be dismissed from the program if the Daniels Fund
determines that they have not complied with any require-
ment described in this handbook. Dismissal from the pro-
gram can occur at any time.

ENROLLMENT

Eligible Institutions and Years of Funding
The Daniels Scholarship is a four-year scholarship that
may be used at any two- or four-year nonprofit, accredited
college or university in the United States.  Since the schol-
arship is intended to assist in the completion of a bache-
lor’s degree, the last two years of funding must be used at
a four-year college and not a community college.

Academics
As a Daniels Scholar, your primary responsibility to your-
self and to the Daniels Fund is to maintain the highest
level of academic achievement possible.  The specific aca-
demic requirements are detailed on Page 6 of this hand-
book.  The Daniels Fund understands that you may
encounter academic difficulties.  If this occurs, we expect
that you will always seek help.  Scholars may call their
Scholar Relations Officer at any time to discuss their situa-
tion.  We are here to help.

Tutoring
You are encouraged to seek tutoring assistance early
in the term if you find that you need additional aca-
demic support.  Since free tutoring services are avail-
able on many campuses, the Daniels Fund requests
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that you investigate free tutoring before requesting
Daniels Fund assistance.   If free tutoring services are
not available, the Daniels Fund will consider covering
the cost of a tutor.  A “Tutoring Request” may be
found at www.dfscholars.org.  If the Daniels Fund
approves the cost of a tutor, you must also maintain
and submit a “Tutoring Log” detailing the tutoring
sessions and their cost before payment can be made.
Payment is made directly to the tutor. 

Remediation
Sometimes colleges require that students take remedi-
al courses. These courses are generally taken for no
credit and are not applied to your GPA. If your col-
lege requires you to take these courses, the Daniels
Fund will cover the cost. You must complete remedia-
tion courses before the beginning of your second year
of college.

Caution! Taking these courses may impact your
ability to graduate in four years, as required by the
Daniels Scholarship. We recommend you work with
an academic advisor at your college to help you
develop an appropriate Academic Advising/
Graduation Plan.

Housing
You are required to live on campus during your first year
of college.  Your scholarship includes the cost of a stan-
dard double occupancy room and meal plan.  Any addition-
al cost for a single dorm room or an upgraded meal plan
will not be covered.  Housing deposits must be paid direct-
ly to the college by you or your family as they are usually
refunded when you leave on-campus housing.
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You may live in off-campus housing after your first year.
Through the COA, your school will provide the Daniels
Fund with an estimated off-campus housing budget that
includes both housing and meals.  Funds for off-campus
housing are paid directly to your school.  Any money left
over after your school bill has been paid will be issued
directly to you from your college.  These funds must be
used for all of your educational expenses, including your
housing and food costs.  It is up to you to manage your liv-
ing budget.  

Study Abroad
Daniels Scholars can request to participate in a study
abroad program once they have completed at least one full
year of academic coursework.  The Daniels Scholarship
will provide funding for one pre-approved study abroad
program during your college career.  We encourage you to
attend a program sponsored by your school whenever pos-
sible.  You may request approval for a study abroad pro-
gram by submitting a “Study Abroad Request” to the
Daniels Fund at least two months prior to the start of the
program.  This form can be found at www.dfscholars.org.
Your work requirement will be waived for the study abroad
time period.  

Study Abroad Program Requirements:
1. Must last at least one full academic term; summer 

programs are not eligible.

2. Must be college sanctioned and accredited.

3. Credits earned must be accepted and applied to 
your academic degree program.
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Caution! Costs must not be significantly different
than your normal college costs. The Daniels Fund
reserves the right to approve or decline requests to
study abroad. 

Study Abroad Eligibility Requirements:
1. Must have a cumulative GPA of at least 2.5 (or 

your school’s requirements, if higher).
2. Must be in Good Standing status with the Daniels 

Fund at the time of making the request, and be in 
Good Standing at the end of the term immediately 
preceding the study abroad program.  

3. Must submit a summary of your study abroad 
experience to the Daniels Fund upon your return.

Summer Enrollment
Summer school is a good way to stay on track to graduate
in four years, fulfill remedial courses required by your col-
lege, and improve your cumulative GPA.  Summer school
funding will cover summer school tuition and fees for up
to three classes each summer (the summer following your
fourth year does not qualify).  Other costs such as room,
board, books, etc. are not covered.  You may take the
courses at your primary, local, or community college as
long as all credits earned are accepted and applied to your
academic degree program.  Summer school funding does
not count toward your 8 semesters / 12 quarters of eligible
funding.  

You may request summer school funding by submitting a
“Summer School Request” to the Daniels Fund no later
than two weeks prior to the start of the summer school
term.  This form can be found at www.dfscholars.org.  
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Leave of Absence/Stop Out
Staying in college must be a top priority for Daniels
Scholars.  However, we recognize that sometimes there are
circumstances out of your control that require time away
from college.  A leave is usually granted for one
term/semester as our goal is to encourage Daniels
Scholars to continue toward their degree.  However, we
will consider longer leaves of absence (maximum of two
years) under certain circumstances.  A leave of absence
for any length of time must be pre-approved by the
Daniels Fund.  A “Leave of Absence Request” can be
found at www.dfscholars.org.  

Caution! If you do not return to college in the
time period you outlined in your original Leave of
Absence Request, and we do not hear from you,
you may be dismissed from the Daniels Scholarship
Program.

Caution! Withdrawing from school after your col-
lege’s “add/drop” date may have financial implica-
tions.  You risk losing Daniels Scholarship funding
for future terms and other financial aid.  You also
risk charges from your college.  You should make
every effort to understand these potential implica-
tions.

Transferring Schools
The Daniels Fund recognizes that school choice and insti-
tutional fit are very important to student success.  After
completing your first year of college, you may request to
transfer from one eligible school to another.  You may
transfer schools only once as a Daniels Scholar. Enrollment
in summer or study abroad courses at a college other than
your primary college is not considered a transfer.  
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You must submit a “Transfer Request” to the Daniels
Fund for review and approval at least two months prior
to the start of the next term at the school where you hope
to enroll. A “Transfer Request” can be found at
www.dfscholars.org

Caution! If all of your earned credits do not trans-
fer into your degree program at the new school, it
may jeopardize your ability to graduate in four
years.  If this is the case, a request to extend your
scholarship funding is unlikely to be approved.
Also, keep in mind that transferring mid-year may
result in a loss of priority funding.  Any loss of
funding will not be replaced by the Daniels Fund. 

Fifth-Year Programs
Scholars enrolled in programs – such as engineering,
teaching, nursing, or pharmacy – that require five years of
class work for a bachelor’s degree, may request an exten-
sion of their scholarship funding.  An “Extension of
Funding Request” can be found at www.dfscholars.org.

Dual Degree Programs
Scholars admitted into a dual degree program may request
an extension of their scholarship funding.  A dual degree is
a combined program where you earn a bachelor’s and a
master’s degree at the same time (at the end of five aca-
demic years).  Please note: This is not the same as a “dou-
ble major.” Requests to approve a dual degree program
must be received by the Daniels Fund no later than the end
of your third year in school.  A “Dual Degree Request” can
be found at www.dfscholars.org.
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Extended Funding
If you find that unusual circumstances may prevent you
from finishing your bachelor’s degree in four years, you
may submit an “Extension of Funding Request” to the
Daniels Fund.  Extended funding is not guaranteed.  Extra
terms of funding are generally not granted for student
choices such as double majors, change of majors, transfer
credit issues, or not maintaining sufficient academic
progress.  An “Extension of Funding Request” can be
found at www.dfscholars.org

Special Circumstances
Scholars who have a disability, an extreme medical
condition, or are a parent or expectant parent may
submit a “Comprehensive Plan Request”.  Scholars
approved for a Comprehensive Plan may take reduced
course loads and receive up to one additional year to
complete their bachelor’s degree. 

SCHOLAR SUPPORT

Daniels Scholars are part of an extraordinary support
system designed to help them graduate from college

and achieve success in life.  This support network includes
Daniels Fund staff, college representatives, friends and
family, and community leaders who proactively work to
provide Scholars with the financial, academic, and life
skills support they need.  

Every Scholar is assigned to a Daniels Fund staff member
(Scholar Relations Officer) who provides encouragement
and support throughout their college years. We also strive
to develop campus communities where campus staff and
Scholar liaisons work to help Scholars connect with one
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another, access campus resources, and get involved in
organized activities. 

Your Scholar Relations Officer is committed to providing
ongoing encouragement and support to help make your
college years successful. Please contact your Scholar
Relations Officer whenever you have questions or con-
cerns regarding your scholarship. Also, please contact us to
tell us about your successes. We want to share in your
accomplishments!

PRIVACY

Our commitment to your privacy

The Daniels Fund will take reasonable measures to pro-
tect the privacy and confidentiality of information we

collect about you. We employ physical, electronic, and pro-
cedural safeguards to prevent unauthorized use or access to
your personal information in our possession or under our
control.

Information Collected
The Daniels Fund will collect personal information that it
considers necessary to conduct business activities related
to the Daniels Scholarship program. This applies to the
collection of information from all sources and mediums.
Information may be collected from conversations in person
or over the telephone, voicemails, written correspondence,
emails, applications and other program related documents.  
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Please contact your Scholar Relations Officer anytime
303-393-7220

877-868-1212  Toll Free
scholarrelations@danielsfund.org

www.dfscholars.org



Authorizations to Use Information
The Daniels Fund may use your information in performing
its business activities. The Daniels Fund may also share
your information with third parties who use the informa-
tion in performing certain business activities requested by
the Daniels Fund. In addition, the Daniels Fund may share
your information with third parties if required by law or
regulation. 

By accepting the Daniels Scholarship and signing the
Scholarship Acceptance Agreement, you have expressly
authorized the Daniels Fund to use or share your informa-
tion with parties other than the Daniels Fund including, but
not limited to, your college or university, parent(s) or
guardian(s), and those parties directly involved in the
Daniels Scholarship program. The Daniels Fund, however,
has no duty to do so unless required by law or in circum-
stances that the Daniels Fund, in its sole discretion, deter-
mines to be in the best interest of your safety and well
being or the safety and well being of others.  
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ALL TOO OFTEN, some people are afraid to admit
they don’t have all the answers.  So instead, they
just make them up. They elaborate on what they
don’t understand to the point of embarrassment.

Instead, all they had to do was say, “I don’t know,
but I’ll find out.” Remember, nobody can fault you
for admitting you don’t know everything. In fact,

they might even admire you.

-- Bill Daniels
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Deadlines for Required Scholarship Documents

Date Form/Document Submit to

September 15
2009

Your contact infor-
mation at school.

Please include: Phone
number, address, 
e-mail address

Daniels Fund

January 8
2010 Personal Evaluation Daniels Fund

By February 28
2010

Or by your
school’s financial

aid deadline -
whichever comes

first

Complete Free
Application for
Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA):

at www.fafsa.ed.gov

Department of
Education

(through FAFSA
website)

www.fafsa.ed.gov 

• Scholarship 
Renewal Application

• Official Transcript
• Work Verification 
• Academic Advising/ 

Graduation Plan
• Student Aid Report 
• Cost of Attendance 
• Financial Aid Award

Notification
Forms located at
www.dfscholars.org

Daniels FundMay 1 - June 30
2010

Annual Scholarship
Renewal 
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Documents Required by Daniels Fund/Schools

A number of forms are required by both the Daniels Fund and
your college or university in order for scholarship payments

to be processed.

Required
forms/documents

From Whom Where to find

Financial Aid
Award

Notification
(FAAN)

Your college or
university

Financial Aid
Office or universi-
ty online student

account

Student Aid Report
(SAR)

US Department of
Education

www.fafsa.ed.gov

Cost of Attendance
Form (COA)

Daniels Fund www.dfscholars.org

Your college or
university

Official Transcripts Registrar’s Office
or online student

account

Where to Find Required Scholarship Documents

The following forms are available on the Daniels
Scholar Website -- www.dfscholars.org 

Extension of
Funding Request

Please contact your Scholar Relations Officer with any ques-
tions you may have about required forms and documents.

1-877-868-1212 Toll Free
scholarrelations@danielsfund.org

Dual Degree
Request

Transfer Request

Tutoring Request

Leave of Absence
Request (Stop Out)

Study Abroad
Request

Summer School
Request

Tutoring Log

Comprehensive
Plan Request






